MINUTES OF SOUTH SHORE AREA PANEL MEETING – 12th JUNE 2013

Present:

 

Councillors

	Evans
	Green
	Maughan 
	Stansfield




Co-opted Members: Mr Christopher Smith (in the Chair), Mr Christopher Jarvis, Mrs Carole Holmes MBE and Mrs Shirley Matthews
In attendance:
Mr Gary West and Mr Warren Hessey, Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service
Mr Iain Girvan, Head of Neighbourhood Services South, Blackpool Council
Ms Catherine Jones, Member Services Officer, Blackpool Council
Apologies:
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Henderson MBE.
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest on this occasion.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th MARCH 2013
The Panel agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2013. 

Weed spraying had commenced across the South Shore area, with 12 areas completed and six further areas to address. Residents on Ivy Avenue had reported that the spraying had not affected the appearance of the streets. It was noted that spraying did not kill the weeds immediately and the Neighbourhood Services Team would check the area to see if any more work was required.

3. ISSUES RAISED AT THE LAST PANEL AND FORUM MEETING
Members discussed the role of the Panel. It was explained that the role of the Panel was to take a strategic role in the planning of Area Forum meetings, by identifying area wide concerns and themes to be brought to the Forums. Members felt strongly that individual issues should also be addressed as part of the Panel meetings. It was reaffirmed to members that individual issues were raised as part of the Area Forum meetings and that Community Representatives and Councillors were able to raise any ward issues with the Council on an ongoing basis, rather than just at the Panel meetings. The Panel was advised that Mr Smith and Mrs Robinson were planning to attend the Gateway Area Panel meeting, to gather information on how it approached its role, as it was considered to be adopting good practice.    
Mr West and Mr Hessey, Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service, updated the Panel on the number of fires in the area. It was reported that there was a positive trend currently, with fire incidents below the target set, but that the number of casualties from accidental dwelling fires was an area of concern. There had been two fire related deaths in April this year, one smoking related on Glenfield Avenue in Ingthorpe Ward and another involving a chip pan on Millar Avenue in Bloomfield Ward. As a result, there had been increased activity in alerting people to fire risks, with a total of 34 Home Fire Safety Checks being undertaken. It was considered that education was very important and it was hoped that this would continue. Although casualties were high so far this year, the number of Accidental Dwelling Fires had fallen over the past few years. The remaining dwelling fires reported had been generally minor in nature or cooking related.

The Panel noted that the Lancashire-wide Integrated Management Plan consultation was due to finish on 16th June 2013.

Mr Hessey provided an overview of the work undertaken with young people as part of the Prince’s Trust and the Panel members were to be invited to the Prince’s Trust presentation, for those that had completed the award. 

The work of the Fire Service was praised and the Panel was to continue to be kept up to date with the issues and work being undertaken.
The Panel considered the Police report that had been submitted for information. The increase in vehicle crime was noted, although it was believed that this had been due to a spate of crimes by one individual in one night, rather than a continued rising trend. 

Outstanding issues from the Area Panel on 28th March were addressed. There had not been a reported increase in the number of foxes, but as it was breeding season, this may have had an impact on the current population. 
The ongoing issue with an individual selling cars on School Road and cars parking on the pavement at the corner of Midgeland and Jubilee Road was continuing to be investigated by Trading Standards. 
The aggressive dog on School Road dog was in kennels, having been picked up the previous week.

It was considered that there was not a visible 30 mile an hour sign on Squires Gate Lane, between the Morrison’s exit to Lytham Road and it was requested if signs could be erected on lampposts. The Police had been in the area carrying out speed checks and Panel Members were asked if they wanted to go out with the Road Safety Team and/or Police, to help with speed guns.
(Councillor Maughan arrived).
The Panel agreed to consider the development of a leaflet about the work of Area Forums at the meeting on 26th September 2013. Ms Jones would liaise with the Panel Members prior to the meeting regarding possible content.  

Mr Smith, Chairman of the Panel, agreed to write to Highfield Humanities College regarding educating children about the importance of road safety.
Concerns were raised regarding work to be undertaken at the junction between St Annes Road and Watson Road, as it was the main route into town from the south shore area. It was requested if it could be presented at the next Forum meeting, for residents to be consulted upon. It was also requested if a representative from the Council’s Highways section could attend the Area Forum meeting on 22nd July 2013, to discuss highways issues and it was queried if a Forum could be held for all wards/areas within Blackpool to consider roads and highways issues borough wide. 
Concern was raised regarding the junction at Squires Gate Lane and Lindale Gardens, as there had been another serious accident involving a bus. It was requested if Blackpool Transport Services Limited could be approached to reconsider the direction of the bus route.
Panel Members raised concerns regarding buses being unable to pull into the bus stop opposite the Halfway House on Squires Gate Lane. It was felt that the situation had progressively worsened, with the number 7 bus having to stop in the middle of the road, resulting in passengers encroaching on the highways to board the bus. If the number 5 route was reversed, this could be resolved without penalising regular users, as it would clear the lay by for the number 7. It was also raised that when heavy traffic was exiting the industrial estate, there was often chaos with buses blocking the paths of cars. The Panel  requested if the bus stop could be moved up, so that buses could pull up at the front of the lay by, thereby leaving room for the next vehicle. Councillor Evans was to raise the concerns at the Blackpool Transport Services Limited Board meeting and would report back to the Panel in September. 
It was queried if the ‘Give Way’ signs at end of Balham Avenue had been repositioned, as they were not visible, thereby raising safety concerns. It was also queried if guard rails at the corner of junctions were being removed as a result of Project 30 work, as it was felt that this could cause safety problems for residents.
Panel members considered it positive that more trees were anticipated to be planted on grass verges on Squires Gate Lane. The Stanley ward councillors were to speak to the Neighbourhood Services team about possible tree planting in the ward.
Background Papers: None

4. AREA FORUM FUNDING UPDATE
At the Forum meeting on 2nd May 2013, the Forum had approved applications for £3,800.00 to St Mary’s Church, as a contribution to the equipping of a newly built kitchen and toilet facility in the church hall, £950.00 to Highfield Park Bowling Club, to purchase and install two bowling shelters on Highfield Road Park and £960.00 to the Neighbourhood Policing Team, for the purchase of 200 bike coding kits. The remaining budget for the South Shore Area Forum was £30,999.92. 
At the time of publishing the agenda, no applications for funding had been received and the deadline for applications to be received for consideration at the Area Forum meeting on 22nd July 2013 was 5pm on Wednesday 17th July 2013.

Background Papers: None

5. AREA FORUM PLANNING
In line with earlier discussions at the meeting, it was requested that a representative from the Highways department be present at the Forum.

Blackpool, Wyre and Fylde Council for Voluntary Service and the Fire Service were to attend the marketplace.

As had been agreed by the Area Forum in May 2013, the venue for the Area Forum meeting on 22nd July was to be Highfield Humanities College, Highfield Road and this was considered a good venue. It was also proposed that St Mary’s Church Hall be approached as a possible venue, as Forum attendees may find it interesting to see how its funding had been spent.
The Panel agreed:

1) That a representative from the Highways department be invited to the Forum, to address Highways concerns.
2) That St Mary’s Church Hall be considered as a venue for a future Area Forum.

Background Papers: None.
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 26th SEPTEMBER 2013
The Panel noted the date of the next meeting as 26th September 2013 in Committee Room B at the Town Hall, commencing at 5.00 p.m.

 
Chairman
 

(The meeting ended at 6.21pm)

 

Any queries regarding these minutes, please contact:

Catherine Jones, Member Services Officer          

Tel: 01253 477034
E-mail: catherine.a.jones@blackpool.gov.uk

 

